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NEWS FLASH
The State of Florida is not a victim in a victimless crime case!!!!
In all victimless crime cases such as drug related possession charges, firearm
possession charges, traffic charges and/or any other charge where there is no victim,
the State of Florida is not a victim and therefore must not be listed as a victim.

This old practice was harmless when all A-forms were on paper because the
notation was ignored. However, with the advent of the new automated Aform process, it is creating a problem in CJIS as the information cannot be
deleted. Officers must only list the officers and/or civilian witnesses, if
any, involved in such cases.

Summary of PPCC Meeting
October 16, 2013
Agencies represented: SAO, MDPD, Miami PD, Homestead P.D, Coral Gables
PD, Miami Springs PD, Miami Beach PD, Florida State Fire Marshal’s Office,
Surfside PD, Aventura PD, Sunny Isles Beach PD, Miami Dade School PD and
FDLE.
Agenda Items:
Search Warrants
All search warrants must be executed by an officer who has lawful jurisdiction
where the search is being conducted.

Members of the Crimes
Against Law
Enforcement Officers
Subcommittee are
listed on the back page

A municipal police officer cannot execute a search warrant outside the officer’s
jurisdiction. The following law enforcement agencies have countywide
jurisdiction: FDLE, FHP, MDPD and SAO investigators. Only officers from
those four agencies can execute a search warrant anywhere in Miami-Dade
County. Therefore, the municipal officer needing the warrant must get an officer
from the appropriate jurisdiction to execute the warrant. Update: This only
applies to municipalities that do not have a mutual aid agreement with MiamiDade Police Department.
Continued on next page

IMPORTANT!
Next PPCC meeting, Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at 2:00 p.m.
State Attorney’s Office • 1350 NW 12 Avenue • Miami FL 33136
All are invited to attend
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Continued from previous page

Municipal officers whose police departments have signed a Mutual Aid Agreement with Miami Dade PD have concurrent law
enforcement jurisdiction as provided in Section V of said agreement. The section sets forth the conditions under which this
concurrent jurisdiction can be exercised. It allows the municipal officer to make arrests and/or to execute search warrants
within the territorial limits of municipalities that are signatories to the Agreement and in areas in which the Miami-Dade
Police Department has law enforcement jurisdiction. The agreement also provides that prior to taking action; a municipal
officer shall notify the designated officer of the jurisdiction in which the law enforcement action is to take place, unless
exigent circumstances prevent such notification. In cases of exigent circumstances, notification shall be made as soon after the
action as practicable.
Municipal officers cannot execute a warrant in a municipality that is not a signatory to the Agreement; they would need to
have officers from that jurisdiction execute the warrant.

Updates from the Floor:
Automated A-Forms- Training is continuing for a number of police departments.
There is a problem with inputting foreign addresses for civilian victims/witnesses. The Automated A-Form Committee has
been made aware of this issue and is working on it.
The address field for a civilian victim/witness must be completed and officers have been listing their police department’s
address as the victim/witness’ address. Police department addresses should never be used. Until this issue is resolved,
officers must enter the foreign street address, the city and the postal code. “FL” must be entered in the “State” field and the
foreign address must be listed in the “Synopsis of Testimony” section. Please see illustration below.

Video Bond Hearings from TGK have started. Defendants are no longer being transported to DCJ on weekdays. They are still
being transported for weekend bond hearings.
Misdemeanor video hearings started on October 16.
The next PPCC meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 20, 2013 at 2:00 p.m.

**********************************************************************************

Recent Case Law
Compiled by Felony Screening Unit Chief Joe Robinson

1. Drug-detection dogs: Is the sniff up to snuff?
After the U.S. Supreme Court ruled this year in Florida v. Harris that training records alone can establish a dog’s reliability
in detecting drugs, even if the dog is uncertified, the Florida courts have begun to apply the holding in Harris. In State v.
Grue (decided October 11, no citation yet available), the Fifth District Court of Appeal was confronted with a motion to
suppress granted in the trial court where the issue was “whether there was sufficient evidence to establish probable cause –
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based upon a police K-9’s alert – set forth in the affidavit to support the issuance of a search warrant”. While the affidavit in
support of the application for the warrant was “a pre-printed form with a minimal amount of case-specific information” it did
record the K-9 officer’s credentials, training and experience, including with the dog in this case, and information regarding
the dog’s training, including participation in a narcotics scent discrimination course, that the dog was “certified” and had
located “thousands of pounds of narcotics” in the past.
The trial court, acting under the Florida Supreme Court’s Harris requirements for extensive evidence showing dog reliability
to establish probable cause, found the affidavit in this case failed to meet those standards. The Fifth District, having the
benefit of the U.S. Supreme Court’s ruling subsequent to the ruling by the Florida Supreme Court, found that the affidavit was
sufficient to establish probable cause to support the warrant. The Fifth District added that “Although the (U.S. Supreme
court’s ruling in Harris) allows for evidence of a dog’s certification or training to presumptively establish probable cause, we
believe that it is preferable to provide additional information as to the identity of the organization that certified the K-9, the
dates of that certification, and additional subsequent training”.

2. Miranda rights
In Loureiro v. State (decided October 9, no citation yet available), the Fourth District Court of Appeals threw out a murder
conviction, where the trial court admitted into evidence a confession from the defendant and the case hinged almost entirely on
the confession.
The detectives questioning the defendant advised him of his Miranda rights, including his right to an attorney, but failed to
advise him of his right to have the presence of an attorney before or during questioning. The Fifth DCA held that this
amounted to a failure to comply with the requirements of Miranda, and ruled the confession should have been ruled
inadmissible into evidence.

3. You can be right even when you’re wrong
In D.S. v. State (decided September 25, no citation yet available), the testifying officers (Collier and Lambert) testified they
responded to a residence on a burglary in progress call. The defendant juvenile had already been detained and brought out of
the home by other officers. Officer Collier spoke to a witness who saw D.S. and two others break down the door to the
residence. Officer Lambert testified that she saw other officers leading D.S. being escorted from the house. Lambert searched
D.S. and found a baggie of marijuana in his pocket. Officer Collier arrested D.S. for loitering and prowling and possession of
cannabis.
On appeal, D.S. argued that his arrest for loitering and prowling was without probable cause, and that the cannabis recovered
thereafter should be suppressed from admission into evidence.
The Third District Court of Appeal, without coming out and saying it, agreed that there was no probable cause for a loitering
and prowling arrest. But, they upheld the search and resultant cannabis charge anyway: “Even if probable cause to arrest
D.S. did not exist, the search incident to that arrest is still lawful as there was probable cause to arrest him for another
charge, burglary.”, notwithstanding the officers mistaken arrest for loitering and prowling.

All opinions of the Third District Court of Appeal (3d DCA) and the Supreme Court are binding in our Circuit. All other DCA
opinions are binding in this District only if there are no contrary opinions in the 3d DCA.
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All PPCC Subcommittees, Chairs and members are listed below. Please contact any of the Co-Chairs or members if you have an issue to be addressed.
CASE INTAKE SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Marie Jo Toussaint, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0255;
e-mail: MarieJoToussaint@MiamiSAO.com
Ivonne V. Duran, Police Legal Bureau
Miami-Dade P.D. (305) 471-2561
e-mail: ivduran@mdpd.com
Committee Members:
Det. Paul Manzella, SIBPD
Det. Octavia Bridges, UMPD
Lt. Efren Lopez, M-DPD

Major Michael Mills, SMPD
Major Kathy Katerman, NMBPD
Oliver Spicer, Jr., M-DPD

CRIMES AGAINST LEOs SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
José Arrojo, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0309;
e-mail: JoseArrojo@MiamiSAO.com
Chief Steven Steinberg, Aventura PD (305) 466-8996;
e-mail: SSteinberg@AventuraPolice.com
Committee Members:
Lt. Lazaro Artime, Hialeah PD
Det. Robert Garland, M-DPD
Susan Leah Dechovitz, ASA, SAO
Audrey Frank-Aponte, ASA, SAO
Regla Dominguez, MBPD
Ofc. Alexander Martinez, Corrections
Rebecca Gutjahr, ASA, SAO
Sgt. Michael Weissberg, SMPD

Abbe Rifkin, ASA, SAO
Lt. Willie Hill, Pinecrest PD
Ofcr. Nelson Delgado, VGPD
Lt. Jerome Berrian Jr., MBPD
Sgt. Jose Diez, MPD
Sgt. Carlos Arguelles, M-DPD
Captain Luis Bazo, M-DPD

JUVENILE SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Todd Bass, ASA (305) 637-1300
e-mail: Todd Bass@MiamiSAO.com
Sgt. Melissa DeJong, CGPD (305) 460-5632
e-mail: MDeJong@CoralGables.com
Committee Members:
Chief Ian Moffett, MDSPD
Sgt. Mark Schoenfeld, MBPD
PAWNSHOP SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:

Committee Members:
Det. Melissa DeJong, CGPD
Pat Kiel

Committee Members:
Carrie Soubal, SAO
Sarah Poux, MBPD
RAP SHEET SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Marie Jo Toussaint, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0220
e-mail: MarieJoToussaint@MiamiSAO.com
Committee Members:
Ed Griffith, SAO

COMMUNICATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Lt. J. C. Rodriguez, M-DPD, (305) 548-5774;
e-mail: jcrodriguez@mdpd.com
Committee Members:
Lt. Gladys Amato, MPD
Capt. Wendy Mayes-Sears, M-DCR
Regla Dominguez, MBPD
Ray Araujo, ASA, SAO

DOMESTIC CRIMES SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Leah Klein, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0132;
e-mail: LeahKlein@MiamiSAO.com
Capt. Janna Bolinger-Heller, M-DPD, (305) 418-7218
e-mail:jbh@mdpd.com

ROLL CALL/RIDE-ALONG SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Committee Members:
Audrey Frank-Aponte, ASA, SAO
Brenda Mezick, ASA, SAO
Rebecca Gutjahr, ASA, SAO
TRAINING SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Susan Dechovitz, ASA, SAO; 547-0309
e-mail: SusanDechovitz@MiamiSAO.com
Tom Headley, ASA, SAO; 547- 547-0186
e-mail: TomHeadley@MiamiSAO.com
Committee Members:
Chief Ian Moffett, MDSPD
Det. David Adlet, EPPD
Chief Van Toth, Hialeah Gardens PD
Oliver Spicer, Jr., M-DPD
Sgt. Lynnise Jones-Curry, M-DPD
Barry Mankes
Capt. Luis Bazo, M-DPD
Ofcr. Alexander Martinez, Corrections
Richard Moss, Director, Miami Dade College School of Justice
Sgt. Michael Weissberg, SMPD
OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Major Kathy Katerman, NMBPD, (305) 948-2929,
kathy.katerman@nmbpd.org
Dreama Oliver, SAO, Administrator, Felony Operations,
(305) 547-0307, dreamaoliver@miamiSAO.com

Ellen Skidmore, SAO

Committee Members:
Jay Pollen, MPD
LIAISON SUBCOMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS:
Kathleen Hoague, SAO, (305) 547-0522;
e-mail: KathleenHoague@MiamiSAO.com
Maria Diaz, SAO, (305) 547-0331;
e-mail: MariaDiaz@MiamiSAO.com
Lt. J. C. Rodriguez, M-DPD, (305) 548-5774;
e-mail: jcrodriguez@mdpd.com

Current and back issues of the Rap Sheet are posted on the State Attorney’s Office web site:
http://www.MiamiSAO.com
Subscribe online by sending an e-mail to: RapSheet @MiamiSAO.com

