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IMPORTANT! 
Next PPCC meeting, Friday, March 20, 2009, 1:00 p.m. 

State Attorney’s Office • 1350 NW 12 Avenue • Miami FL  33136 
All are invited to attend 

Time and date of the 

March PPCC Meeting 
has been changed.  It will be held on 

Friday, March 20, 2009 at 1:00 p.m.  
 
 

Members of the Crimes 
Against Law Enforcement 
Officers Subcommittee are 

listed on the back page 

PPCC Meeting Summary 
February 18, 2009  

 
Agencies represented:  M-DPD, Coral Gables PD, Sunny Isles Beach PD, 
City of Miami PD, Miami Gardens PD, Doral PD, Surfside PD, Hialeah 
PD, ABT, North Miami Beach PD, Miccosukee PD, North Miami PD, 
Miami Beach PD, SAO Community Outreach Div.  
 
Agenda Items: 
 
The Storage and Destruction of Narcotics Evidence: 
 
Kristi Bettendorf advised those present that we are now in a ‘holding 
pattern’ as far as the signing of an administrative order providing for the 
destruction of huge amounts of marijuana evidence due to the appointment of 
the 
  
 Continued next page   

 

 
There will be a brief presentation on the 

New Search Warrant Procedure 
and format at the 

March PPCC Meeting 
 

A more detailed training session  
has been scheduled for  

Thursday, April 9, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. 
in the 4th floor training rooms   

in the Graham Building  
All are welcome to attend 
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new Chief Judge Joel Brown who will assume his duties on July 1st.  Of course, any updates on this matter will be discussed 
at future meetings and will be included in The Rap Sheet. 
 
I.D. Theft: 
 
There were no new updates on this item and no issues taken from the floor.  This item will remain on the agenda for future 
discussion. 
 
Issues from Bond Hearings: 
 
Along with appropriate statutes and subsections, the A-form must include the elements supporting the charge (as well as the 
facts supporting those elements) in the narrative. For example:  
 
* Leaving the Scene involving Injuries or Death – mention of the injuries/death is not always being included in the 
narrative of the A-form.  There are similar issues with DUI manslaughter.   
* DUI – be sure to include reference to any prior convictions, and cite the correct DUI subsection, so that these 
defendants aren’t allowed to bond out on a standard misdemeanor DUI bond.  A subject with 2 prior convictions within 10 
years or 3 prior convictions over any time period, may be charged with a third degree felony.  However, if the priors are not 
included in the narrative, the defendant may bond out on a misdemeanor bond. 
* Amounts – are required to be included in the narrative portion of the A-form for charges such as grand theft, criminal 
mischief and trafficking in narcotics.  Officers are asked to be specific when stating these amounts.   
*   Possession with Intent w/in 1,000 feet of specified locations – the distance measurement needs to be stated in the 
narrative.  Again, officers need to be specific. 
*    Residue Cases – the fact that there is residue and what the residue is suspected to be needs to be written in the 
narrative.  If the substance is suspected to be heroin, or cocaine, or cannabis this needs to be clearly stated. 
* Elderly or Minor Victims – the age (or at least the qualification of the age – over 65, under 12, etc.) must be stated in 
the narrative. 
 
If such facts supporting the elements of the crime are not specifically written in the narrative portion of the A-form, the 
judge may ROR the defendant or set a probable cause hearing with the officer.  Of critical importance is the weight of drugs, 
particularly in trafficking cases.  Officers are reminded that only the narrative of the A-form is sworn to and it is, therefore, 
this section that first appearance hearing judges will be relying on to determine probable cause and set bonds.   
 
Police Taking Written Statements: 
 
Officers will sometimes take written statements from victims and witnesses, and we certainly appreciate the extra effort.  If, 
however, the statement is to be used in lieu of a victim’s or witness’s appearance at a prefile conference, it must be sworn to.  
If not, the prosecutor cannot use it for filing purposes.  By statute, police are authorized to take sworn statements.  
 
Search Warrant Presentation: 
 
We have tentatively rescheduled this event until next month’s PPCC meeting.   
 
Sending Requests to Officers via eNotify: 
 
eNotify requests for “information only” are one way to keep officers in the loop as regards the filing progress of their cases.  
These requests may state that “we still need a copy of the check”, “we need your report”, or “the victim failed to appear for 
PFC”.  We will begin by sending these requests to detectives only but later we may branch out to include uniformed officers 
depending upon how well it works.  Right now, only the name and phone number of the sender is provided for the officer to 
respond.  Including an email address for the response was discussed.  In response to an inquiry, Yvonne O’Cana, FSU Case 
Screening Unit, assured those present that, yes, the words “you do not have to appear” are at the top of the form. 
 
 
  Continued next page 
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Issues From the Floor:  
 
eNotices for PC Hearings: 
 
Our office will soon begin sending eNotices to liaisons for probable cause hearings.  At the present time, these 
short notices, sent for next-day hearings, have to be created in a word document and then faxed to departments.  
Soon our Case Screening unit will begin sending them via eNotify, printing a copy and then faxing the copy to 
the liaisons.  The notice does state ‘Mandatory Appearance’ at the top but it was suggested that  these faxes  also 
be stamped with these words. The notices will be sent with an appointment time and a specific place/courtroom. 
Yvonne O’Cana stated that her department also tries to contact officers by phone.  On weekends Case Screening 
makes every effort to have all faxing done as soon as possible after court has ended.     
 
When Both Domestic Offenders are Arrested:  
 
Coral Gables PD Detective Melissa Dejong raised a question about a recent case.  In a domestic violence 
situation, the officer was unable to determine the primary aggressor. As a result, both participants were arrested.  
When the case got to court, the prosecutor advised the officer that he could not arrest them both and the case was 
dismissed.  While Florida statute 741.29 states that when an officer has probable cause to arrest two or more 
persons for domestic violence, while the arrest of only the primary aggressor is preferred, the arrest of more than 
one party is not prohibited.  There will, of course, be problems inherent in prosecuting in a “cross-arrest” 
situation which may not be possible to overcome. Detective Dejong will provide Kristi with the case information 
so that she can look into it.   
 
Privacy Protocol: 
 
A Hialeah officer reported that a Hialeah Special Victims Coordinator had a situation occur recently where one 
party to a custody case served his girlfriend with custody papers and she promptly disappeared and (it was 
assumed) took their child with her to a local shelter.  The girlfriend had made threats of suicide and threats to the 
child and the man was clearly concerned for the child’s safety.  When the coordinator tried to locate the woman 
at a shelter to determine if the child was with her and was safe, he was unable to obtain this information from any 
of the shelter personnel.  The problem was eventually resolved when the Department of Children and Families 
intervened and determined that the child was safe.  The officer queried how much privacy these shelters can 
maintain when the safety of a minor child is involved.  This question gave rise to several responses from various 
members including the M-DPD Legal representative.  He stated that in some cases, a court order was effective in 
obtaining the necessary information.  Other officers present stated that DCF can pierce the veil of privacy at 
these institutions.  Kristi Bettendorf advised the group that she will research the Privacy Act that covers shelters.   
 
Jurisdiction Question: 
 
A Miami Beach officer stated that a defendant stole a credit card in his jurisdiction, on the Beach, and then used 
it in Miami.  He asked whether he could charge the defendant with both crimes, the one committed in his 
jurisdiction and the one committed in Miami.  Assuming that he has been able to complete sufficient 
investigation as to the crime in Miami, he certainly can.  If he is going to effectuate an arrest in Miami’s 
jurisdiction, however, he will need to coordinate with City of Miami police.  
 
 
The next PPCC meeting will be held on FRIDAY, March 20, 2009 at 1:00 p.m.  All are welcome to attend.   
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Current and back issues of the Rap Sheet are posted on the State Attorney’s Office web site:  
http://www.MiamiSAO.com 

Subscribe online by sending an e-mail to:  RapSheet @MiamiSAO.com 

 
 

All PPCC Sub-Committees, Chairs and members are listed below.  Please contact any of the Co-Chairs or members if you have an issue to be addressed. 
 

CASE INTAKE SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Marie Jo Toussaint, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0255;  
e-mail: Marie Jo Toussaint@MiamiSAO.com 

Bart Armstrong, Police Legal Advisor 
Miami-Dade P.D. (305) 471-2550 
e-mail:  barmstrong@mdpd.com 

Committee Members: 
Sgt. George Arango, MDPD Sgt. Ray Santiago, UMPS 
Det. Paul Manzella, SIBPD Lt. Efren Lopez, M-DPD 
 
 

COMMUNICATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Major L. Buck, M-DPD (305) 375-5555;  
e-mail:  lbuck@mdpd.com 

Deisy Rodriguez, ASA, SAO (305) 324-2999  
DeisyRodriguez@MiamiSAO.com 

Committee Members: 
Lt. Gladys Amato, MPD Major Michael Mills, SMPD 
Capt. Betty J. Fuller, M-DCR Major Kathy Katerman, NMBPD 
Manny Segarra, ASA, SAO Oliver Spicer, Jr., M-DPD 
Regla Dominguez, MBPD Ray Araujo, ASA, SAO 
 
 

CRIMES AGAINST LEOs SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

José Arrojo, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0309; 
e-mail:  JoseArrojo@MiamiSAO.com 

Chief Steven Steinberg, Aventura PD (305) 466-8996;  
e-mail:  SSteinberg@AventuraPolice.com 

David Waksman, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0445;  
e-mail:  DavidWaksman@MiamiSAO.com 

Capt. Mike Hernandez, M-DPD, (305) 375-5086 
mahernandez@mdpd.com 

Committee Members: 
Lt. Lazaro Artime, Hialeah PD Abbe Rifkin, ASA, SAO 
Lt. David Evans, M-DPD, Airport Lt. Willie Hill, Pinecrest PD 
Det. Robert Garland, M-DPD Ofcr. Roger Ruano, Corrections 
Lt. Efren Lopez, M-DPD, City of Doral Det. Norma Dieppa, CGPD 
Susan Leah Dechovitz, ASA, SAO Ofcr. Nelson Delgado, VGPD 
Audrey Frank-Aponte, ASA, SAO Sgt. Jerome Berrian Jr., MBPD 
Sgt. Danny Formosa, Coral Gables PD Lt. Marshall Gilreath, M-DPD 
Sgt. Carlos Arguelles, M-DPD, City of Doral 
Captain Luis Bazo, M-DPD, Police Administrative Bureau 
 

JUVENILE SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Leon Botkin, ASA (305) 637-1300 
e-mail:  LeonBotkin@MiamiSAO.com 

Olanike Adebayo, M-DPD, Legal Unit 
e-mail:  OAdebayo@mdpd.com 

 
Committee Members: 

Capt. Ian Moffett, M-DSBPD Ellen Skidmore, SAO 
 

PAWNSHOP SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Thomas Sadler, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0877;  
e-mail:  ThomasSadler@MiamiSAO.com 

Committee Members: 
Det. Melissa Dejong, CGPD Jonah Dickstein, ASA 
Pat Kiel 

DOMESTIC CRIMES SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Leah Klein, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0132; 
e-mail LeahKlein@MiamiSAO.com 

Major Grace O'Donnell (M-DPD) 
e-mail  

Committee Members: 
Carrie Soubal, SAO Sarah Poux, MBPD 
Sgt. Jed Burger, Domestic Crimes Unit, MBPD 
 

RAP SHEET SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Kristi Bettendorf, ASA, SAO (305) 547-0220 
e-mail: KristiBettendorf@MiamiSAO.com 

Committee Members: 
Ed Griffith, SAO Betty Tarre, SAO 
 
 

ROLL CALL/RIDE-ALONG SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

 
Committee Members: 

Shana Belyeu, ASA, SAO 
Audrey Frank-Aponte, ASA, SAO 
Brenda Mezick, ASA, SAO 
 

TRAINING SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Capt. Miguel Hernandez, M-DPD, Court Services (305) 375-5086; 
e-mail:  mahernandez@mdpd.com 

Susan Dechovitz, ASA, SAO; 547-0309 
e-mail:  SusanDechovitz@MiamiSAO.com 

Tom Headley, ASA, SAO; 547- 547-0186 
e-mail:  TomHeadley@MiamiSAO.com 

Sgt. Barry Mankes, M-DPD, Intracoastal District (305) 940-9980 
Committee Members: 

Capt. Ian Moffett, M-DSBPD Det. David Adlet, EPPD 
Lt. Van Toth, Hialeah Gardens PD Oliver Spicer, Jr., M-DPD 
Sgt. Lynnise Jones-Curry, M-DPD Ofcr. Chad Rosen, Surfside PD 
Capt. Luis Bazo, M-DPD Shana Belyeu, ASA, SAO 
David Waksman, ASA, SAO 
 

OPERATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Major Rita Banner, M-DPD, Property and Evidence Bureau,  
(305) 471-2599, rbanner@mdpd.com 

Major Kathy Katerman, NMBPD, (305) 948-2929, 
kathy.katerman@nmbpd.org 

Dreama Oliver, SAO, Administrator, Felony Operations,  
(305) 547-0307, dreamaoliver@miamiSAO.com  

 
Committee Members: 

Bill Altfield, ASA, SAO Jay Pollen, MPD 
 

Liaison Subcommittee 
CO-CHAIRS: 

Kathleen Hoague, SAO, (305) 547-0522; 
e-mail:  KathleenHoague@MiamiSAO.com 

Maria Diaz, SAO, (305) 547-0331; 
e-mail:  MariaDiaz@MiamiSAO.com 

Sgt. Manny Munoz, M-DPD, (305) 548-5775 
U302760@mdpd.com 

 


