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What s a

Homicide?

A homicide is any killing of a human being by the act, agency,
procurement or culpable omission of another. An unlawful
homicide, or one resulting from an unlawful act, may constitute
murder or manslaughter.

What types of Homicide are there?

e Murder in the First Degree (ES. 782.04)
Unlawful killing of a human being that is willful, deliberate,
and with premeditated intent. This is punishable by death or
life imprisonment.

* Murder in the Second Degree (ES. 782.04)
Unlawful killing of another with malice aforethought but
without deliberation and premeditation. This is punishable up
to life in prison.

e Manslaughter (ES. 782.07)
The killing of a human being by the act, procurement, or
culpable negligence of another, without lawful justification and
in cases in which such killing shall not be excusable homicide
or murder. This is punishable up 15 years.

¢ Vehicular Homicide (ES. 782.071)
The killing of a human being by the operation of a motor
vehicle by another in a reckless manner causing death to
another. This is punishable up to 5 years in prison.

¢ Justifiable Homicide (ES. 782.02)
The killing of a human being by commandment of the law,
in the execution of public justice, in self-defense, in defense of
habitation, property or person.

What are the stages in the process?

Criminal cases generally follow the sequence below, however, no
two cases are alike and variations do occur in some instances.

¢ Crime Committed

¢ Police Investigation

o Arrest

¢ First Appearance (Bond Hearing)

® Arraignment

¢ Hearings, Reports, Motions and Depositions
e Trial

¢ Sentencing

What 1s grief?

Grief is a normal and natural reaction to

the death of a loved one. Most of us are not
prepared for the long journey of grief, which is
sometimes devastating, frightening and often
lonely. We may think, do, and say things that
are very unlike us. There seems to be no end to
the feelings that we experience. The following
are the stages of grief, which may help you

understand the feelings you are experiencing.

Stage 1 Shock and denial.
It is common for people to avoid making decisions or taking
action at this point.

Stage 2 Anger.
Making decisions at this point is difficult because all one's energy
gets put into the emotion rather than problem solving.

Stage 3 Depression and detachment.

Because it's hard to make decisions at this stage, consider asking
a family member, friend, or professional for help if important
decisions need to be made.

Stage 4 Dialogue and bargaining.
People become more willing to explore alternatives after
expressing their feelings.

Stage 5 Acceptance.
Decisions are much easier to make because people have found
new purpose and meaning as they have begun to accept their loss.

Kubler-Ross, E. On Death and Dying.
New York: Macmillan, 1969



Important Numbers

MIAMI-DADE COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
(305) 377-4445 / 1 (866) 596-0399 (zoll-free legal help line)
Hours: First Wednesday of each month, 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

LEGAL AID SOCIETY (FAMILY LAW MATTERS)
123 NW 1st Avenue, Miami | (305) 579-5733

LEGAL SERVICES OF GREATER MIAMI
(Various types of cases)
3000 Biscayne Blvd., 5th floor, Miami | (305) 576-0080
10720 Caribbean Blvd., Suite 400, Cutler Ridge | (305) 232-9680

CLERK OF COURTS
(305) 275-1155
www.miami-dadeclerk.com/cjis/searchl.asp

Website offers case and docket information, court dates and more

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS
www.dc.state.fl.us/Inmatelnfo/InmatelnfoMenu.asp
Website provides current inmate status, location,
release and escape information

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL
VICTIMS’ CRIME COMPENSATION
1 (800) 226-6667 / (850)-414-3300
myfloridalegal.com
or write to:

Office of the Attorney General
PL-01, The Capitol

Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1050

What Are My Rights
Dealing With The Media?

YOU HAVE THE RIGHT TO SAY “NO” TO AN
INTERVIEW. Never feel that because you have unwillingly
been involved in an incident of public interest that you must
personally share the details and/or your feelings with the general
public. By knowing and requesting respect for your rights, you
can be heard and yet not violated.

ARCHDIOCESE OF MIAMI
FAMILY LIFE MINISTRY DEPARTMENT
BETANIA (Spanish Support Group)

(305) 762-1143

COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS
MIAMI CHAPTER
(305) 460-5762

www.compassionatefriends.org

MADD (Mother’s Against Drunk Driving)
1 (800) GET-MADD /1(877) MADD HELP (hotline)

www.madd.org
Miami-Dade County Chapter

7700 N. Kendall Drive, Ste. 803
Miami, Florida 33156
(305) 273-3744

PARENTS OF MURDERED CHILDREN
Miami | (786) 942-9926
Broward | (954) 967-4411

WWW.PpOmc.org

SWITCHBOARD OF MIAMI
(305) 358-4357

www.switchboardmiami.org

VICTIM SERVICES CENTER
(305) 374-9990

WWWw.vscmiami.org

In accordance with the American Disabilities Act, persons needing
reasonable accommodations to attend any criminal proceeding
should contact their Victim/Witness Counselor or Secretary or for
the hearing impaired call (TDD) 1-800-955-8771 via Florida

Relay Service.

This project was supported by Award Number V6240 awarded

by the Office of Victims of Crime, Office of Justice Programs, and
sponsored by the State Attorney’s Office, Miami-Dade County and
the State of Florida.
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o Case status information

¢ Information on future court dates
® Court accompaniment

L . . i
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Crime Victims Compensation P ograme,

In some cases, families of deceased victims may be eligible for financial compensatio
from the State of Florida. Those determined eligible by the Office of tm
General may receive assistance with medical/dental costs, burial expenses, lost wages,
relocation money for domestic violence victims and mental health counseling.

For further information, please ask your Homicide Counselor for an application, or you
may contact the Bureau of Victims’ Compensation at 1 (800) 226-6667 / (850) 414-3300 /

www.myfloridalegal.com



Important Numbers to Remember

HOMICIDE COUNSELOR NUMBERS

VICTIM IMPACT STATEMENT
Pursuant to Florida Statute 921.143, you have the right to submit
an oral or written impact statement at the time of sentencing
about the facts of the case and the extent of any harm, including
social, psychological, physical, and financial loss (including loss
of earnings) as a result of the crime. Homicide Counselors will
be available to assist in the preparation of your victim impact

statement, if necessary.

MIAMI-DADE STATE ATTORNEY’S OFFICE

E.R. Graham Building
1350 N.W. 12th Avenue
Miami, Florida 33136-2102
(305) 547-0100
WWW.miamisao.com

201 .01-84 9/07
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